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Stated 
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TEK # and SE 

STRAND 1: DEVELOPING AND SUSTAINING FOUNDATIONAL LANGUAGE SKILLS.  
 
6.1: Developing and sustaining foundational language skills: listening, speaking, discussion, and 
thinking – oral language. The student develops oral language through listening, speaking, and 
discussion. Students are expected to: 
 
6.1(C) give an organized presentation with a specific stance and position, employing eye contact, 
speaking rate, volume, enunciation, natural gestures, and conventions of language to 
communicate ideas effectively 
 
STRAND 2: COMPREHENSION SKILLS. 
 
6.5: Comprehension skills: listening, speaking, reading, writing, and thinking using multiple texts. 
The student uses metacognitive skills to both develop and deepen COMPREHENSION of 
increasingly complex texts Students are expected to: 
 
6.5(A) establish purpose for reading assigned and self-selected texts 
6.5(B) generate questions about text before, during, and after reading to deepen understanding 
and gain information 
6.5(C) make, correct, or confirm predictions using text features, characteristics of genre, and 
structures 
6.5(E) make connections to personal experiences, ideas in other texts and society 
6.5(F) make inferences and use evidence to support understanding 
6.5(G) evaluate details read to determine key ideas 
6.5(H) synthesize information to create new understanding 
 
STRAND 3: RESPONSE SKILLS. 
 
6.6: Response skills: listening, speaking, reading, writing, and thinking using multiple texts. The 
student RESPONDS to an increasingly challenging variety of sources that are read, heard, or 
viewed. Students are expected to: 
 
6.6(A) describe personal connections to a variety of sources including self-selected texts 
6.6(B) write responses that demonstrate understanding of texts, including comparing sources 
within and across genres 
6.6(C) use text evidence to support an appropriate response 
6.6(D) paraphrase and summarize texts in ways that maintain meaning and logical order 
6.6(E) interact with sources in meaningful ways such as note taking, annotating, freewriting, or 
illustrating 
6.6(G) discuss and write about the explicit or implicit meanings of text 
6.6(H) respond orally or in writing with appropriate register, vocabulary, tone and voice 
6.6(I) reflect on and adjust responses as new evidence is presented 
 
STRAND 4: MULTIPLE GENRES. 
 



6.8: Multiple genres: listening, speaking, reading, writing, and thinking using multiple texts – 
GENRES. The student recognizes and analyzes genre-specific characteristics, structures, and 
purposes within and across increasingly complex traditional, contemporary, classical, and diverse 
texts. Students are expected to: 
 
6.8(E) analyze characteristics and structures of argumentative text by: 
6.8(Ei) identifying the claim 
6.8(Eii) explaining how the author uses various types of evidence to support the argument 
6.8(Eiii) identifying the intended audience or reader 
6.8(F) analyze characteristics of multimodal and digital texts 
 
STRAND 5: AUTHOR’S PURPOSE AND CRAFT. 
 
6.9: Author’s purpose and craft: listening, speaking, reading, writing, and thinking using 
MULTIPLE TEXTS. The student uses critical inquiry to analyze the authors’ choices and how they 
influence and communicate meaning within a variety of texts. The student analyzes and applies 
author’s craft purposefully in order to develop his or her own products and performances. 
Students are expected to: 
 
6.9(A) explain the author’s purpose and message within a text 
6.9(B) analyze how the use of text structure contributes to the author’s purpose 
6.9(C) analyze the author’s use of print and graphic features to achieve specific purposes 
6.9(D) describe how the author’s use of figurative language such as metaphor and personification 
achieve specific purposes 
6.9(F) analyze how the author’s use of language contributes to mood and voice 
6.9(G) explain the differences between rhetorical devices and logical fallacies 
 
STRAND 6: COMPOSITION. 
 
6.10: Composition: listening, speaking, reading, writing, and thinking using multiple texts – 
WRITING PROCESS. The student uses the writing process recursively to compose multiple texts 
that are legible and uses appropriate conventions. Students are expected to: 
 
6.10(A) plan a first draft by selecting a genre appropriate for a particular topic, purpose, and 
audience using a range of strategies such as discussion, background reading, and personal 
interests 
6.10(B) develop drafts into a focused, structured, and coherent piece of writing by: 
6.10(Bi) organizing with purposeful structure, including an introduction, transitions, coherence 
within and across paragraphs, and a conclusion 
6.10(Bii) developing an engaging idea reflecting depth of thought with specific facts and details 
6.10(C) revise drafts for clarity, development, organization, style, word choice, and sentence 
variety 
6.10(D) edit drafts using standard English conventions, including: 
6.10(Div) prepositions and prepositional phrases and their influence on subject-verb agreement 
6.10(Dv) pronouns, including relative 
6.10(Dviii) punctuation marks, including commas in complex sentences, transitions, and 
introductory elements 
6.10(E) publish written work for appropriate audiences 
 
6.11: Composition: listening, speaking, reading, writing, and thinking using multiple texts – 
GENRES. The student uses genre characteristics and craft to compose multiple texts that are 
meaningful. 
 
6.11(C) compose multi-paragraph argumentative texts using genre characteristics and craft 
 
STRAND 7: INQUIRY AND RESEARCH. 
 
6.12: Inquiry and research: listening, speaking, reading, writing, and thinking using MULTIPLE 
TEXTS. The student engages in both short-term and sustained recursive inquiry processes for a 
variety of purposes. 
 



6.12(H) examine sources for: 
6.12(Hi) reliability, credibility, and bias 
6.12 (Hii) faulty reasoning such as hyperbole, emotional appeals, and stereotype 
6.12(I) display academic citations and use source materials ethically 
6.12(J) use an appropriate mode of delivery, whether written, oral, or multimodal, to present 
results 

See Instructional Focus Document (IFD) for TEK Specificity 

Key 
Understandings 

Performance Assessment Bundle #1 
 

Genres are categories of written or performed works, characterized by similarities in structures, 
features, form, and content. 

● How do I identify genre? 
● How does recognizing and understanding genre characteristics, features, forms, and 

content help a reader interpret a text? 
● How does utilizing and reflecting on genre characteristics, features, forms, and content help 

a writer construct a text? 

Readers can enhance understanding of a text by examining and analyzing author’s craft. 

● How do I examine and analyze author’s craft when reading a text? 
● How does a writer’s choices in craft impact meaning? 

Readers use comprehension strategies to construct meaning. 

● How do I understand what I read? 
● What practices/skills help me understand texts? 
● How do I determine which strategies are best to comprehend a specific text? 

Readers can convey their understanding through a variety of responses. 

● What types of responses can demonstrate my understanding? 

Performance Assessment Bundle #2 
 

Genres are categories of written or performed works, characterized by similarities in structures, 
features, form, and content. 

● How do I identify genre? 
● How does recognizing and understanding genre characteristics, features, forms, and 

content help a reader interpret a text? 
● How does utilizing and reflecting on genre characteristics, features, forms, and content help 

a writer construct a text? 

Readers can enhance understanding of a text by examining and analyzing author’s craft. 

● How do I examine and analyze author’s craft when reading a text? 
● How does a writer’s choices in craft impact meaning? 

Readers use comprehension strategies to construct meaning. 

● How do I understand what I read? 
● What practices/skills help me understand texts? 



● How do I determine which strategies are best to comprehend a specific text? 

Readers can convey their understanding through a variety of responses. 

● What types of responses can demonstrate my understanding? 
● How can I construct a response that clearly demonstrates my understanding? 

● How can I construct a response that clearly demonstrates my understanding? 

Performance Assessment Bundle #3 
 

Writing is a recursive process that includes several stages and is essential to crafting focused, 
coherent, and well-developed compositions. 

● What are the stages of the writing process? Why are they important? 

Genres are categories of written or performed works, characterized by similarities in structures, 
features, form, and content. 

● How does utilizing and reflecting on genre characteristics, features, forms, and content help 
a writer construct a text? 

Writers make deliberate choices regarding content, language, and style to craft texts for specific 
purposes, audiences, and contexts. 

● What is author’s craft? 
● What influences a writer’s choices regarding content, language, and style? 

Performance Assessment Bundle #4 
 

Communication occurs in a variety of ways and is an essential part of everyday life. 

● Why is it important to communicate? 
● How do I communicate? 
● How do conventions of language impact communication? 
● How can my communication skills influence my life, including my well-being, perspectives, 

relationships, etc.? 
● Depending on the situation, are there better ways to communicate than others? 

Speaking is the act of expressing one’s thinking orally using the conventions of language. 

● How do I speak clearly and effectively using the conventions of language? 
● What do I want to say? Why is it important? 

Effective oral language helps me express ideas, thoughts, and feelings with others and understand 
what others think and feel. 

● Why do I speak? 
● Why do I listen? 
● How do I effectively communicate my ideas, thoughts, and feelings? 

Genres are categories of written or performed works, characterized by similarities in structures, 
features, form, and content. 



● How does utilizing and reflecting on genre characteristics, features, forms, and content help 
a writer construct a text? 

Writers/Speakers make deliberate choices regarding content, language, and style to craft texts for 
specific purposes, audiences, and contexts. 

● What is author’s craft? 
● What influences a writer’s/speaker’s choices regarding content, language, and style? 

Writing is a recursive process that includes several stages and is essential to crafting focused, 
coherent, and well-developed compositions. 

● What are the stages of the writing process? Why are they important? 

Misconceptions Underdeveloped Concepts: 

● Students may not be aware of the subtle ways’ authors use craft to create an effective 
argument. 

● Students may think that argumentative texts are limited to editorials, advertisement, and/or 
print texts. 

● Students may not be aware that much of the digital and multimodal content they consume 
daily contains elements of argument. 

● Students may be confused about the difference between purely objective, factual 
informational texts that explain or define a topic such as encyclopedia entries, some news 
articles, etc. and argumentative texts that take a position on a topic or aim to persuade the 
reader. 

● Students may not be in the habit of or recognize the need to evaluate sources (including 
digital and multimodal texts) for credibility, reliability, and bias 

Key Vocabulary  ● Argumentative text — a text in which the writer develops and defends a position or debates a 
topic using logic and persuasion 

● Audience — the intended target group for a message, regardless of the medium 
● Author’s purpose — the reason an author writes about a particular topic (e.g., to persuade, to 

entertain, to inform, to explain, to analyze, etc.); the reason an author includes particular 
details, features, or devices in a work  

● Bias — a particular inclination, feeling, or opinion about a subject that is often preconceived 
or unreasoned 

● Claim — an assertion, position, or arguable thesis about a topic or issue 
● Conjunctive adverb — an adverb that introduces or connects independent clauses and that 

shows cause and effect, comparison, contrast, or some other relationship between clauses 
● Context — the words, sentences, or passages that precede or follow a specific word, 

sentence, or passage 
● Credibility — the quality of having reliable and trustworthy characteristics which may be 

influenced by an author having expertise on a topic, using unbiased and accurate reasoning, 
evidence, and sources to support ideas, and providing current and up-to-date information 

● Digital text — an electronic text read on a computer screen or other electronic device that 
may include images, sound, video, and other multimodal interactive and embedded elements 

● Editing — a stage in the writing process when a written text is prepared for an audience by 
attending to and correcting mechanics, grammar, and spelling 

● Evidence — specific details or facts that support an inference or idea 
● Faulty reasoning — a logically incorrect argument, or fallacy, that contains a conclusion that 

is not supported by data, has limited information, and/or includes personal opinion or bias 
● Graphic features — picture or other image within a text 
● Hyperbole — an intentional and extreme exaggeration for emphasis or effect (e.g., this book 

weighs a ton) 
● Key ideas — important ideas throughout a work that support the central message, theme, 

tone, etc. 



● Logical fallacy — an incorrect or problematic argument that is not based on sound reasoning 
● Multimodal texts — the strategic integration of two or more modes of communication to 

create meaning, including written and spoken texts, images, gestures, music, digital texts 
and media, and live performances  

● Organizational patterns — the pattern an author constructs as he or she organizes his or her 
ideas and provides supporting details. Examples of commonly used patterns are cause and 
effect, problem and solution, description, and order of importance. 

● Paraphrase — restate the meaning of something in different words. Paraphrasing alters the 
exact wording of the source and transmits its ideas or information without evaluation or 
interpretation. 

● Preposition — a word that relates its object to another word in the sentence 
● Reliable source — a credible or believable source. Some questions to evaluate credibility 

might be: Is the author a respected authority on the subject? Does the author support 
opinions with strong argumentation and reasoning? How current is the information? 

● Rhetorical device — a technique that an author or speaker uses to influence or persuade an 
audience 

● Stereotyping — a rhetorical fallacy in which one classifies a person or group according to a 
common aspect that is oversimplified, rigidly applied, and often uncomplimentary 

● Subordinating Conjunction — a conjunction that introduces a dependent clause and 
connects it to an independent clause; the subordinating conjunction shows the relationship 
between two ideas in a sentence to indicate time, place, or cause/effect 

● Summarize — to reduce large sections of text to their essential points and main idea. Note: It 
is still important to attribute summarized ideas to the original source. 

● Synthesize— to combine elements and parts to form a coherent whole 
● Tone — the author’s particular attitude, either stated or implied in the writing 

 
Related Vocabulary: 
 

● Blogs 
● Close Reading 
● Hyperlinks 
● Infographics 
● Social Media 
● Writing Process 

Suggested Day  
5E Model 

Instructional Procedures 
 (Engage, Explore, Explain, Extend/Elaborate, Evaluate) 

Materials, 
Resources, 
Notes 

Day 1 
Wednesday, 
January 5th  
 
6.2B 
6.5F 
6.6C 
6.6D 
6.10C 
6.10Dii 
 
EL Strategy 
Pre-teach 
vocabulary 
 

READING – Engage & Explain 
 
Framing the Lesson: We will review what we learned during the 1st semester 
and complete an Editing passage. 
 
● STAAR-based bell ringer- Editing Passage, when students complete the 

passage they need to summarize it. 
● Edpuzzle Activity- As a class we will watch a video and answer the questions. 
● Introduce the vocabulary words for the 4th 6 weeks (part 1).  
● Students participate in a test question vocab activity. (teacher choice) 
● Review inference.  
● Students participate in an Inference Walk. They will answer questions using 

their inferencing skills, and determine the ideas presented in each image. 
● Students participate in an inference passage and answer questions. (teacher 

choice). 
 

Technology 
● IXL – J.1 – J.3 (Writing Process), No Red Ink, or Read Theory Practice 

(teacher’s choice) 
WRITING – Explore 
 

● 4th 6 
Weeks 
Vocabulary 
Words 
(Part 1) 

● Lexicon 
Graphic 
Organizers 

● Passage  
● Dictionary 
● Thesaurus 

 
 



● Independently, students are given 8 words from the 4th 6 weeks unit 
vocabulary list that they will be learning and create a lexicon for each word by 
working through the following – use the word in a super sentence, develop a 
kid-friendly definition, determine several synonyms and antonyms, and draw a 
visual representation of the word. 

 
Exit Ticket: (Teacher choice 6.2B- dictionary) 
 
Framing the Lesson: I will use a dictionary and thesaurus to determine the 
meaning of unfamiliar words. 

Day 2 
Thursday, 
January 6th  
 
6.10iX 
6.5F 
6.9A 
6.5G 
6.2B 
6.5E 
6.6C 
 
EL Strategy 
small group 
discussion over 
reading 
strategies 
 
sentence frames 
for persuasive 
writing  
 

READING – Engage & Explain 
 
Framing the Lesson: We will review strategies for annotating a text and analyze 
a passage and questions.. 
 
● STAAR-based bell ringer- Commonly Confused Words 
● Review testing vocabulary 
● Students continue to work on their 8 lexicons. 
● Review strategies for annotating a passage. 
● As a class, students will read the passage “Kids, You’re Too Smart to Skip 

Breakfast”, Teachers will model how to work through the passage and 
questions. Students will need to annotate the passage using skills learned 
during the 1st semester. Read and annotate half of the passage with the class, 
then students continue analyzing the passage in groups and complete the 
questions. Go over questions as a class. 

● Spend time analyzing the text by interpreting, evaluating, drawing conclusions, 
and predicting 

● ASK: What is the Author’s Purpose for writing this text? 
● ASK: What is the Main Idea of the passage? 
● Discuss how the passage is organized? 

  
● Introduce Persuasive Techniques. 

 
Technology 

● IXL – J.1 – J.3 (Writing Process), No Red Ink, or Read Theory Practice 
(teacher’s choice) 

 
WRITING – Explore & Elaborate 
 
Review how to write a persuasive letter. 
● Students will write a persuasive letter to (teacher’s choice) over (teacher’s 

choice). Students are expected to use proper letter writing format, appropriate 
grammar and sentence structure, and are expected to know how to address 
an envelope. 

 
Exit Ticket: Create an inference question using the passage.  
 
Framing the Lesson: I will use my writing knowledge to begin writing a 
persuasive letter to (teacher’s choice) over (teacher’s choice). 
 

● Lexicon 
Graphic 
Organizers 

● Dictionary 
● Thesaurus 
● Letter 

Writing 
Format 

● Envelope 
Format 

 

Day 3 
Friday, January 
7th 
 
 
6.5G 
6.5F 
6.6D 

READING – Engage 
Framing the Lesson: We will analyze a text using our strategies and answer 
questions with 80% accuracy. 
 
● STAAR-based bell ringer- Editing passage with annotations. ASK: inferencing 

question over passage 
● Library visit 
● OPTIONAL: Distribute Reading Logs 

● Dictionary 
● Thesaurus 
● Lexicon 

Graphic 
Organizers 

● Letter 
Writing 
Format 



6.6H 
6.5E 
6.10D 
6.10DiX 
 
 
EL Strategy 
small group 
discussion over 
reading 
strategies 
 
sentence frames 
for persuasive 
writing  
 
 

● OPTIONAL: Distribute UTurn Homework (reading passage) 
● Review Organizational Patterns. 
● Vocabulary: Locate and highlight 4 test question vocabulary words from your 

editing passage. 
● Complete a STAAR Workbook passage. When students are finished, review 

the passage. 
Technology 

● IXL – J.1 – J.3 (Writing Process), No Red Ink, or Read Theory Practice 
(teacher’s choice) 

●  
WRITING – Elaborate 
 
● Students will write a FINAL DRAFT of their persuasive letter. Students are 

expected to use proper letter writing format, appropriate grammar and 
sentence structure, and are expected to know how to address an envelope. 

● Students complete outstanding tasks such as completing their 8 lexicons. 
 

Exit Ticket: Pick two commonly confused words and use them correctly in a 
sentence. 
 
Framing the Lesson: I will do my best to craft a thoughtful, beautifully written 
letter to persuade someone about (teacher’s choice). 
 
 
HONORS – Distribute the 6th grade outside read for the 4th 6 weeks The Boy in 
the Striped Pajamas or Milkweed. Honor students will have the choice of 
completing a SUMMARY for each chapter OR create an advertisement 
showcasing the book.  

● Envelope 
Format 
 

● OPTIONAL 
● Reading 

Logs 
● UTurn 

Homework 
● Library  

Day 4 
Monday, 
January 10th  
 
6.5A 
6.5C 
6.5E 
6.5F 
6.5G 
6.5H 
6.5I 
6.6C 
6.9C 
6.10Dii 
6.8E 
6.8Ei 
6.8Eii 
6.8Eiii 
6.8F 
 
 
 
 
EL Strategy 
Pre teach 
vocabulary for 
HMH Story 
 
Text to Speech 
for HMH passage 
 

READING – Engage 
 
Framing the Lesson: We will discuss messages conveyed in the media. 
 
● STAAR-based bell ringer- Revision passage. (teacher’s choice) 
● Testing Strategies: Students use a specific strategy to work through a reading 

passage. 
● Introduce persuasive texts as text written with the intent to persuade or 

convince the reader of something. 
● Establish a purpose for reading, generate questions about the text, make 

predictions and connections, infer and use evidence to support understanding, 
determine key ideas, and synthesize with: 

o In HMH, read the MULTIMODAL TEXT in Unit 4 from “Selfie: The 
Changing Face of Self-Portraits”. Students discuss the following 
topics and use text evidence to support appropriate responses – 
(1) What is a multimodal text? (2) What messages are conveyed 
when you post a selfie? (3) Do you think you will ever have a 
selfie that is worthy of being displayed in a museum? (4) Are 
selfies a form of advertising? (5) What personal connection can 
you make with this text? Show students selfie photo examples 
and have them write a persuasive paragraph explaining why they 
chose a particular selfie and how the subject's personality is 
portrayed in the photo. 

● Show students the HMH Online Resource (anchor chart) pertaining to Fact vs. 
Opinion. 

 
Technology 

● HMH Multimodal Text (Extra – No Red Ink, IXL, Read Theory) 
 
 
WRITING – Engage & Explain 

● HMH 
Reading 
Passage 

● Grammar 
Focus 

● Textbook 



Comprehension 
check for 
passage 

 
● Grammar Focus – Prepositions, Prepositional Phrases, Verb Tense, 

Pronouns, Relative Pronouns, and Punctuation 
● Linking and Helping Verbs Activity. 
● Review verb tenses  (past, present & future) 

Exit Ticket: Write a sentence for each of the following verb tenses: Past. Present, 
and Future. 
 
Framing the Lesson: I will begin to understand how persuasive tactics are used 
effectively in text. 

Day 5 
Tuesday, 
January 11th  
 
 
6.5E 
6.5F 
6.5G 
6.5H 
6.6C 
6.6E 
6.8E 
6.8Ei 
6.8Eii 
6.8Eiii 
6.8F 
6.10D? 
 
EL Strategy 
Pre teach 
vocabulary for 
HMH Story 
 
Text to Speech 
for HMH passage 
 
Comprehension 
check for 
passage 

READING - Engage 
 
Framing the Lesson: We will look at a variety of persuasive techniques in 
preparation of using them to create a product. 
 
● STAAR-based bell ringer-Timed passage (10 minutes) 
● Students complete the selection test from HMH pertaining to yesterday’s 

article entitled, “Selfie: The Changing Face of Self-Portraits” test from HMH. As 
a class, grade the test and review the importance of using their strategies to 
interpret nonfiction text. 

● If they haven’t done so already, have students complete the MOY test included 
on the HMH Online Site to determine their reading level. This test will be taken 
again prior to STAAR testing in May. 

● Vocabulary Relay Race Game. 
● Introduce vocabulary words pertaining to persuasion and media by showing 

clips of various commercials and infomercials. 
o IDENTIFYING CHARACTERISTICS OF PERSUASIVE TEXT – use the 

HMH Online Resource to give students a better understanding of 
persuasive text.  

o TESTIMONIAL - a statement in support of a fact or claim; a 
recommendation (often seen in advertising). Show Apple commercial. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uw9Ty4djCHg  
o CONTRADICTION – a combination of statements or ideas that are 

opposed (against) to one another. Show starburst contradiction 
commercial. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OSFudQ_HOQI  
o SENTIMENTAL APPEAL – using emotion to draw someone to the issue at 

hand. Show 2014 Chevy Commercial Maddie  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3t6bLugtJkQ  

o FALSE AUTHORITY – use of an authority (person) instead of evidence. 
Show Drake's Sprite “Spark” Commercial 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0nBxcMImubk  
o FAULTY REASONING – defective (bad) reasoning, poor logic (logical 

fallacies). Show Evian water commercial “Live Young”. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dBbrpemT7k8   

● Show 5 commercials (teacher’s choice) and ask the students to determine the 
type of commercial on whiteboards, and discuss why it fits into specific 
categories,  

● ASK: What is the evidence to support it. 
 

Technology 

● HMH, IXL – G.1 – G.3 (Informational Texts), No Red Ink, or Read Theory 
Practice (teacher’s choice) 

 
 
 

● Computers 
● Video Clips 
● Grammar 

Focus 
 



WRITING – Engage & Explain 
 
● Grammar Focus – Prepositions, Prepositional Phrases, Verb Tense, 

Pronouns, Relative Pronouns, and Punctuation 
 
Exit Ticket: Student reflection. Check the task cards to see if you have improved 
on the targeted skills. 
 
Framing the Lesson: I will explain the difference between fact and opinion in a 
media message. 
 

Day 6 
Wednesday, 
January 12th  
 
6.2 B 
6.5F 
6.5H 
6.6C 
6.6E 
6.8E 
6.8Ei 
6.8Eii 
6.8Eiii 
6.10D? 
 
 
EL Strategy 
Provide sentence 
frames for new 
vocabulary 
sentences 
 
small group 
discussion about 
various 
persuasive 
techniques 

READING – Engage & Explain 
 
Framing the Lesson: We will discuss persuasive techniques and how they are 
used to elicit an emotional response. 
 
● STAAR-based bell ringer- Dictionary Race. 
● Testing Strategies: Students use a specific strategy to work through a reading 

passage 
● Introduce the remaining vocabulary words pertaining to persuasion and media 

by showing clips of various commercials and infomercials. 
o BANDWAGON – a persuasive technique used in media messages that 

appeal to the “everyone is doing it” mentality. Show the T-Mobile “flash 
mob” advertisement. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VQ3d3KigPQM    

o EXAGGERATION (HYPERBOLE) – to make something “bigger” than it 
actually is. Show the foreign Electrolux commercial. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5lgj8XWRXbw  

o SCARE TACTIC – statements made to frighten or scare someone into 
doing something. Show SPCA commercial. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FR8rtsoXOGg  

o RED HERRING – used to distract the audience by presenting a side issue 
not related to the topic. Show the Geico “Too Tall” Jones Commercial 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LW4jsfqx7fE  

o MISLEADING STATEMENT – a statement that is made to intentionally 
deceive or confuse. Show the Bored Shorts video called “Car Lot” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rBfN0HOs-nA  

 
● Show 5 commercials (teacher’s choice) and ask the students to determine the 

type of commercial on whiteboards, and discuss why it fits into specific 
categories. 

● ASK: What is the evidence to support it? 

 

Technology 

● HMH, IXL – G.1 – G.3 (Informational Texts), No Red Ink, or Read Theory 
Practice (teacher’s choice) 

 
 
WRITING – Elaborate 
 
● Grammar Focus – Prepositions, Prepositional Phrases, Verb Tense, 

Pronouns, Relative Pronouns, and Punctuation 
● Using the “Time for Kids” supplement, students work with a partner to design 

an ad for a fictitious company called Green Threads.  
 

 
● Video Clips 
● Grammar 

Focus 
● Dictionary 

 



Exit Ticket: Go over a PIE graph and ask some questions about it. Make 
sure to include “What does this graph tell the reader?” 
 

Framing the Lesson: I will explain what techniques were used to influence the 
audience members’ emotions in the commercials. 

Day 7 
Thursday, 
January 13th  
 
6.5A 
6.5B 
6.5C 
6.5E 
6.5F 
6.5G 
6.5H 
6.6B 
6.6C 
6.6D 
6.10Dii 
6.10Diii 
6.10Dix 
 
EL Strategy 
Pre teach 
vocabulary for 
HMH Story 
 
provide graphic 
organizers for 
information in the 
text 
 

READING - Explain 
 
Framing the Lesson: We will review the components of a well-developed 
summary. 
 
● STAAR-based bell ringer. Commonly confused words. Use them in a 

sentence, including a past, present, or future verb tense, and a conjunctive 
adverb.  

● Review the techniques for writing summaries for both fiction and non-fiction 
written works.  

● Split students into groups and have them read one fiction and one non-fiction 
text (teacher’s choice), then develop appropriate summaries with their group. 
While reading students should establish a purpose for reading, generate 
questions about the text, make predictions and connections, infer and use 
evidence to support understanding, determine key ideas, and synthesize. 
Students should attempt to make personal connections to the text. 

 

Technology 

● HMH, IXL – G.1 – G.3 (Informational Texts), No Red Ink, or Read Theory 
Practice (teacher’s choice) 

 
WRITING – Elaborate 
 
● Grammar Focus – Prepositions, Prepositional Phrases, Verb Tense, 

Pronouns, Relative Pronouns, and Punctuation 
● Writing Practice: Would you rather share your house with three of your 

teachers or have to go to school seven days a week? Write a persuasive 
paragraph trying to convince someone of your selection while using evidence 
to support your response. 

Exit Ticket: Students need to find at least two key details questions over the 
STAAR passage.  
 
Framing the Lesson: I will create a summary statement with a small group that 
includes all the necessary information without being too wordy. 

● STAAR 
Passage 

● Grammar 
Focus 

● Fiction and 
non-fiction  
Reading 
Passage 

Day 8 
Friday, 
January 14th  
 
6.5A 
6.5B 
6.5C 
6.5E 
6.5F 
6.5G 
6.5H 
6.6C 
6.6D 
6.6E 
6.9D 
6.10Dviii 

READING – Evaluate 
 
Framing the Lesson: We will use the strategy focus of the week to work through 
a reading passage. 
 

● STAAR-based bell ringer emphasis on MLK Day. Link to passage: 
https://www.readworks.org/article/The-King-Holiday-A-Day-to/93636f7e-
087c-4c95-944d-8e06f112bea6#!articleTab:content/ 

● Library Visit 
● OPTIONAL: Collect/Distribute Reading Logs 
● OPTIONAL: UTurn Homework Activity 
● OPTIONAL: Distribute UTurn Homework (reading passage) 
● Testing Strategies: Students use the focus to work through the “Return of 

the Cube” reading passage and establish a purpose for reading, generate 
questions about the text, make predictions and connections, infer and use 
evidence to support understanding, determine key ideas, and synthesize. 

● Fiction and 
non-fiction  
Reading 
Passage 

● Dictionary 
● Grammar 

Focus 
 

OPTIONAL 
● Reading 

Logs 
● UTurn 

Homework 
Activity 

● UTurn 
Homework 



 
EL Strategy 
Pre teach 
vocabulary for 
HMH Story 
 
Provide pre-
reading outline 
for new text 
 
HMH Graphic 
Organizer 

Students share their personal connections to the text and use text 
evidence to support their responses. Students use the HMH Graphic 
Organizer Web to organize their information. 

● Play the Dictionary Race Game using the following words - Audience, 
Trait, Foreshadow, Flashback, Chronology, Bias, Propaganda, Idiom, 
Sarcasm, Oxymoron, Irony, Allusion. 

 

Technology 

● HMH, IXL – G.1 – G.3 (Informational Texts), No Red Ink, or Read Theory 
Practice (teacher’s choice) 

 
 
WRITING – Elaborate 
 

● Grammar Focus – Prepositions, Prepositional Phrases, Verb Tense, 
Pronouns, Relative Pronouns, and Punctuation 

● As a review, in small groups students develop an example of each term: 
personification, onomatopoeia, hyperbole, oxymoron, simile, metaphor, 
alliteration, and idiom. 

 
Exit Ticket: Write a two to three sentence summary over the editing passage. 
 
HONORS – Checkpoint 1 due for the 6th grade outside read for the 4th 6 weeks 
The Boy in the Striped Pajamas 
 
 
Framing the Lesson: I will have a better understanding regarding the importance 
of applying strategies to work through a reading passage. 

Day X 
Monday, 
January 17th  

NO SCHOOL – Martin Luther King Day  

Day 9 
Tuesday,  
January 18th   
 
6.5A 
6.5B 
6.5C 
6.5E 
6.5F 
6.5G 
6.5H 
6.6B 
6.6C 
6.6E 
6.8E 
6.8Ei 
6.8Eii 
6.8Eiii 
6.8F 
6.9A 
6.10Div 
6.10Dv 
6.10Dviii 
6.12H 

READING - Elaborate 
 
Framing the Lesson: We will determine how to analyze informational text and 
review the importance of making connections when reading OR we will review 
what is necessary to place on a product so it is portrayed correctly in the 
marketplace. 
 
● STAAR-based bell ringer. Timed passage.  
● Students spend at least 45 minutes working on HMH Online Activity or 

(teachers choice). 
● Vocabulary Review: (Teachers choice) 

 
ANIMALS 
o As a class read the two articles in HMH – “Wild Animals Aren’t Pets” pg. 

143 and “Let People Own Exotic Animals” pg. 149 while making personal 
connections to the texts. 

o Students complete the Check Your Understanding and the analyze text 
assignment independently, in pairs, or small groups, where they examine 
these text sources for reliability, credibility, and bias, then for faulty 
reasoning such as hyperbole, emotional appeals, and stereotype. 

o Students take a stance – either pro or con – on the subject of people 
owning exotic animals. 

● Computers 
● Grammar 

Focus 
● Textbook 
● HMH 

Online 
Resource 
(Grammar 
Studio) 

 



6.12Hi 
6.12Hii 
 
EL Strategy 
 
small group 
discussion  - 
KWL for 2 
passages 
 
 

o Independently, in pairs, or small groups, students write a claim and 
support or defend it using evidence from the text. As a class create a pie 
graph to show student claims. 

 

Technology 

● HMH, IXL – G.1 – G.4 (Informational Texts), No Red Ink, or Read Theory 
Practice (teacher’s choice), Infomercial 

 
WRITING – Elaborate & Evaluate 
 
● Grammar Focus – Prepositions, Prepositional Phrases, Verb Tense, 

Pronouns, Relative Pronouns, and Punctuation 
● Students access HMH Online (Grammar Studio) to independently practice 

items from the grammar focus such as prepositions, verb tense, pronouns, etc. 
 
HONORS – Checkpoint 2 due for the 6th grade outside read for the 4th 6 weeks 
The Boy in the Striped Pajamas 
 
 
Exit Ticket: What evidence do you have to show how we learned textual 
evidence? 
 
Framing the Lesson: I will participate in analyzing informational text on a new 
concept or product, plus draw and complete a graphic organizer explaining both 
sides of the argument in the two articles in HMH – “Wild Animals Aren’t Pets” pg. 
143 and “Let People Own Exotic Animals in addition to making a personal 
connection. 

Day 10 
Wednesday, 
January 19th   
 
6.5A 
6.5B 
6.5C 
6.5E 
6.5F 
6.5G 
6.5H 
6.6C 
6.6E 
6.8E 
6.8Ei 
6.8Eii 
6.8Eiii 
6.8F 
6.9A 
6.9G 
6.10Dix 
 
EL Strategy 
Provide pre-
reading outline 
for new text 
 
HMH Graphic 
Organizer 

READING - Evaluate 
 
Framing the Lesson: We will explore logic, emotion, and morals. 
 
● STAAR-based bellringer. Author’s Purpose Task Card or short passage. 
● Testing Strategies: Students use a specific strategy to work through a reading 

passage. Establish a purpose for reading, generate questions about the text, 
make predictions and connections, infer and use evidence to support 
understanding, determine key ideas, and synthesize. 

● Discuss why it is important to have a claim and a convincing argument using 
the 3 types of appeals (rhetorical devices): (1) Logic, (2) Emotion, and (3) 
Morals [Ethos, Pathos, Logos]. 

● Watch several commercials (teacher’s choice) and have the students 
determine if advertisers are using Logic, Emotion, or Morals [Ethos, Pathos, 
Logos] to persuade viewers. 

● Explain the difference between rhetorical devices (ethos, pathos, logos) and 
logical fallacies (red herring). 

● Complete an activity (teachers choice) as a class over [Ethos, Pathos, Logos]. 
 
 

Technology 

● HMH, IXL – G.1 – G.3 (Informational Texts), No Red Ink, or Read Theory 
Practice (teacher’s choice), Infomercial 

 
 
WRITING – Engage & Explain 

● Reading 
Passage 

● Video Clip 
● Grammar 

Focus 
● Clips of 

Ads 
● Infomercial 

Articles 



  
● Grammar Focus – Prepositions, Prepositional Phrases, Verb Tense, 

Pronouns, Relative Pronouns, and Punctuation 
● Show the persuasive writing video. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jaGJNxCxB-s  
 

● Day #1 – Infomercial Project: Gaining Background Knowledge- Reading 
Passages in groups. 
o In small groups, read “Hoverboards” , “Sidewalks for Cell Phone Users” t, 

Dorkmobile”, “Find Your Lost Dog with a Phone”, “Car that Drives Itself”, 
and “Google Glass”, then answer the corresponding questions. While 
students are reading, they should be making personal connections to the 
text. 

o With their group, students present to the class using text evidence to 
support their responses: (1) What were the persuasive techniques used in 
the article? (2) What was the original idea (or where did the idea derive 
from)? (3) What is the final product? (4) What is a plan to make the 
product more successful? (5) What is the target audience? (6) How would 
you market this product? 

 
Exit Ticket: Commonly confused words, pick two. Write two sentences. 
 
Framing the Lesson: I will contribute towards the discussion that explains 
persuasive techniques and target audience. 

Day 11 
Thursday, 
January 20st  
 
6.5A 
6.5B 
6.5C 
6.5E 
6.5F 
6.5G 
6.5H 
6.9C 
6.9G 
6.10Diii 
6.10Dix 
 
EL Strategies 
Pre-teach 
vocabulary 
 
HMH Text-to-
Speech  
 
Sentence starters 
for script-writing  
 
Graphic 
organizers  

READING – Elaborate 
 
Framing the Lesson: We will review identifying information provided in a 
dictionary entry. 
 
● STAAR-based bellringer. Using your commonly confused words from 

yesterday, and form sentences using conjunctive adverbs.  
● Play the “Slogans” game to discuss the importance of creating a memorable 

product. http://www.sporcle.com/games/g/advertising_slogans 
● Students complete a dictionary entry form for a new word added to the 

dictionary in 2020. 
● Review Rhetorical Devices. 
● Timed Reading Passage from STAAR Workbook- 30 minutes. 
 

Technology 

● HMH, IXL – K.6, (Informational Texts), No Red Ink, or Read Theory 
Practice (teacher’s choice), Infomercial 

WRITING – Elaborate 
 
● Grammar Focus – Prepositions, Prepositional Phrases, Verb Tense, 

Pronouns, Relative Pronouns, and Punctuation 
● Students will create a slogan for “Among Us’ on a notecard. 
● Day #2 - Infomercial Project 

o Watch real infomercials for inspiration. 
Snuggie infomercial- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2xZp-GLMMJ0  
Flex Seal infomercial- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0xzN6FM5x_E  

o Show students a variety of “normal” objects and allow them to brainstorm 
various “new” products to create using the items. Or give each group a 
choice of three Failed Inventions where they choose one to brainstorm 
a“new” product using the Failed Invention. 

○ Explain to students that they will be creating a one minute infomercial to 
persuade their classmates to purchase their newly invented product.  

● Slogans 
Game 

● Dictionary 
Entry Form 

● STAAR 
Workbook 

● Grammar 
Focus 

● Video Clips 
● Objects for 

Brain-
storming 

● Failed 
Invention 
Book/copie
s 



o Allow student groups to determine their “new” product. 
 
Exit Ticket: Student reflection. How well do you know this skill? Teacher's choice.  
 
Framing the Lesson: I will begin creating an infomercial on a new product that I 
create out of a failed invention. 

Day 12 
Friday, 
January 21st   
 
6.5F 
6.5G 
6.5H 
6.8E 
6.8Ei 
6.8Eii 
6.8Eiii 
6.8F 
6.9G 
6.10C 
6.10D 
 
EL Strategies 
Pre-teach 
vocabulary 
 
HMH Text-to-
Speech  
 
Sentence starters 
for script-writing  
 
Graphic 
organizers for 
script-writing 
process  

READING - Elaborate 
 
Framing the Lesson: We will review the importance of using a person’s 
emotions to persuade him/her to purchase a product. 
 
● STAAR-based bellringer. Editing passage with annotations and one inference 

question. 
● Library Visit 

● OPTIONAL: Collect/Distribute Reading Logs 
● OPTIONAL: UTurn Homework Activity 
● OPTIONAL: Distribute UTurn Homework 

 
 
● Students complete the HMH – “Wild Animals Aren’t Pets” pg. 143 and “Let 

People Own Exotic Animals” pg. 149 Selection Test, Grade as a class. 
● Review Vocabulary: Claim, Credibility, & Reliable Source 
 
● Day #3 - Infomercial Project: Planning and Designing 

○ Show students short infomercials of real products to review persuasive 
techniques and ideas for the group project, for example, “Fpoons!” 
http://www.schooltube.com/video/a903038fc3f4428b8715/Fpoons!%20Info
mercial, Spray on Salsa, Paper Towel T-Shirt, Cat’s Meow, Read-A-
Thought, etc. “Colin Cowherd Infomercials” 

o Students continue planning their product by completing the planning 
guide, creating the item, designing any necessary props, writing a script, 
and practicing a script. 

 

Technology 

● HMH, IXL – G.1 – G.3 (Informational Texts), No Red Ink, or Read Theory 
Practice (teacher’s choice), Infomercial 

 
 
WRITING – Elaborate 
 
● Grammar Focus – Prepositions, Prepositional Phrases, Verb Tense, 

Pronouns, Relative Pronouns, and Punctuation 
 
HONORS – Checkpoint 3 due for the 6th grade outside read for the 4th 6 weeks 
The Boy in the Striped Pajamas 
 
 
Exit Ticket: Review and analyze questions from the passage. 
 
Framing the Lesson: I will work on creating a successful product and 
presentation (with a group) using persuasive techniques I’ve learned over the last 
2 weeks. 

● Textbook 
● Grammar 

Focus 
● Video Clips 

 
OPTIONAL 
● UTurn 

Homework 
Activity 

● UTurn 
Homework 

● Reading 
Logs 

Day 13 
Monday, 
January 24th  

READING - Elaborate 
 
Framing the Lesson: We will present our infomercials. 

● Grammar 
Focus 



 
 
6.5F 
6.5G 
6.5H 
6.8E 
6.8Ei 
6.8Eii 
6.8Eiii 
6.8F 
6.9G 
6.10C 
6.10D 
 
EL Strategies 
 
Monitor 
comprehension 
of critique form; 
integrate graphic 
elements into 
critique form  
 

 
● STAAR-based bellringer.  
● Day #4 - Infomercial Project: Finishing Touches 
● Give students time to revise/complete scripts and practice for their 

performance. 
● Student groups present their infomercial presentations. 
● Student critique form over three presentations. 

 

Technology 

● HMH, IXL – K.5 (Counterclaims), No Red Ink, or Read Theory Practice 
(teacher’s choice), Infomercial Presentations 

 
 
WRITING – Elaborate 
 
● Grammar Focus – Prepositions, Prepositional Phrases, Verb Tense, 

Pronouns, Relative Pronouns, and Punctuation 
 

Framing the Lesson: I will present a product to my peers (with a group) using 
persuasive techniques I’ve learned over the last 2 weeks. 
 

● Infomercial 
Grading 
Rubric 

Day 14 
Tuesday, 
January 25th  
 
International 
Holocaust 
Remembrance 
Day is on 
January 27th  
 
6.5A 
6.5B 
6.5C 
6.5E 
6.5F 
6.5G 
6.5H 
6.6A 
6.10D.ix 
6.10D.viii 
 
EL Strategies 
Small-group 
discussion  
 
Think-Pair-Share  
 

READING - Engage 
 
Framing the Lesson: We will develop background knowledge to prepare for 
Number the Stars, by Lois Lowry. 
 
● STAAR-based bellringer 
● Explain International Holocaust Remembrance Day, and if available, show a 

short video clip on its purpose and meaning. 
● Access EchosandReflections.org to help build more background information 

for students in preparation of learning about World War II and the Holocaust. 
● Throughout the viewing of videos, students should establish a purpose for 

watching the movie, generate questions about the story, make predictions and 
connections, infer and use evidence to support understanding, determine key 
ideas, and synthesize, in addition to ensuring they make personal 
connections. 

 
 

Technology 

● HMH, IXL – K.5 (Counterclaims), No Red Ink, or Read Theory Practice 
(teacher’s choice), Infomercial Presentations 

 
 
WRITING – Explore & Extend 
 
● Grammar Focus – Simple, Compound, and Complex Sentences, Transitions, 

Verb Tense, and Dictionary Skills 
● Students complete a dictionary entry form for a word pertaining to Number the 

Stars (teacher’s choice). 
 
Framing the Lesson: I will have a better understanding of the impact the 
Holocaust had on the world. 

● Paperclips 
● Video Clips 
● Video 
● Website 

 



Day 15 
Wednesday, 
January 26th  
 
International 
Holocaust 
Remembrance 
Day is on 
January 27th  
 
6.2B 
6.5A 
6.5B 
6.5C 
6.5E 
6.5F 
6.5G 
6.5H 
6.6A 
6.6C 
6.10D.viii 
6.10D.ix 
 
EL Strategies 
KWL  
 

READING – Explore & Extend 
 
Framing the Lesson: We will review figurative language in literary texts. 
 
● STAAR-based bellringer 
● Victim ID card activity 
● Day 1 of Number the Stars Book Study 

o Distribute the Number the Stars (NTS) PAD (Page-A-Day) Activities. 
o Complete the pre-reading KWL Chart. In the KNOW column, students 

write down everything they want to KNOW about WWII and The 
Holocaust. In the WANT TO KNOW column, students write down 
everything they want to KNOW/LEARN about WWII and The Holocaust. 

o Students decorate the front cover of their PAD and add information such 
as genre, point of view, etc. 

o Show students the “characters” section of the PAD so they are able to 
keep an organized log of all the characters in the story. 

 

Technology 

● HMH, IXL – K.5 (Counterclaims), No Red Ink, or Read Theory Practice 
(teacher’s choice), Infomercial Presentations 

 
WRITING – Explore & Extend 
 
● Grammar Focus – Simple, Compound, and Complex Sentences, Transitions, 

Verb Tense, and Dictionary Skills 
● Day 1, Part 2 of Number the Stars Book Study (10 pages) 

o Every day that the novel is read, students should establish a purpose for 
reading, generate questions about the text, make predictions and 
connections, infer and use evidence to support understanding, determine 
key ideas, and synthesize, in addition to ensuring they make personal 
connections. 

o Read chapter 1. 
o Add characters to the PAD. 
o Answer a STAAR-stem question pertaining to chapters 1. 
o Review imagery. 
o In their PADs, students complete the activities for chapter 1 (imagery). 
o QUICK WRITE: Individually, students explain and describe an example of 

imagery from NTS and provide textual evidence. 
 
Framing the Lesson: I will find an example of imagery in chapter 1 of NTS. 

● Video 
● Number 

the Stars 
(NTS) 
Novel 

● Number 
the Stars 
PAD 
(Page-A-
Day) 

● Video Clip 
● Grammar 

Activity 

Day 16 
Thursday, 
January 27th 

 
International 
Holocaust 
Remembrance 
Day  
 
6.5A 
6.5B 
6.5C 
6.5E 
6.5F 
6.5G 
6.5H 

READING - Explore & Extend 
 
Framing the Lesson: We will review the importance and impact of a story’s 
setting. 
 
● STAAR-based bellringer-Commonly Confused Words 
● Day 2 of Number the Stars Book Study (8 pages) 

o Read chapter 2. 
o Add characters to the PAD. 
o Answer a STAAR-stem question pertaining to chapter 2. 
o Review setting. 
o In their PADs, students complete the activity for chapter 2 (determining 

setting and coloring the Denmark flag). 
o Take a quiz over chapters 1 and 2, then grade as a class. 

 

● NTS Novel 
● PAD 
● Quiz 
● Dictionary 
● 4th 6 

Weeks 
Vocabulary 
Words 
(Part 2) 

● Grammar 
Activity 



6.6A 
6.6C 
6.10D.viii 
6.10D.ix 
 
EL Strategies 
Pre-teach 
vocabulary  
 
Sentence starters  
 

Technology 

● HMH, IXL – K.5 (Counterclaims), No Red Ink, or Read Theory Practice 
(teacher’s choice), Infomercial Presentations 

 
WRITING – Explore & Extend 
 
● Grammar Focus – Simple, Compound, and Complex Sentences, Transitions, 

Verb Tense, and Dictionary Skills 
● Optional: Play the Dictionary Race Game pertaining to words included in the 

first few chapters of NTS, such as resistance, sabotage, surrender, 
persecution, rationing, relocation, tentative, reluctant, kroner, swastika, curfew, 
haughtily. 

● QUICK WRITE: Students use one of the words from the Dictionary Race 
Game to write the following types of sentences – simple, compound, and 
complex. 

● Introduce the vocabulary words for the 4th 6 weeks (Part 2). 
 
Framing the Lesson: I will complete the chapter 2 activity pertaining to setting in 
Number the Stars. 

Day 17 
Friday, 
January 28th  
 
6.5A 
6.5B 
6.5C 
6.5E 
6.5F 
6.5G 
6.5H 
6.6A 
6.6D 
6.6G 
6.9A 
6.6C 
6.10D.viii 
6.10D.ix 
 
EL Strategies 
Pre-teach 
vocabulary  
 
Read aloud 
 
 

READING - Explore & Extend 
 
Framing the Lesson: We will practice summarizing fictional text. 
 
● STAAR-based bellringer-Editing Passage 
● Library Visit 
● UTurn Homework Activity-Optional 
● Distribute UTurn Homework (vocabulary)-Optional 
● Distribute Reading Log-Optional 
● Day 3 of Number the Stars Book Study (20 pages) 

o Read chapters 3 and 4. 
o Add characters to the PAD. 
o Answer a STAAR-stem question pertaining to chapters 3 and 4. 
o Review foreshadowing, summarizing fictional text, and context clues. 
o In their PADs, students complete the activities for chapter 3 

(foreshadowing and summarizing) and chapter 4 (context clues). 
 

Technology 

● HMH, IXL – K.5 (Counterclaims), No Red Ink, or Read Theory Practice 
(teacher’s choice), Infomercial Presentations 

 
 
WRITING – Explore & Extend 
 
● Grammar Focus - Simple, Compound, and Complex Sentences, Transitions, 

Verb Tense, and Dictionary Skills 
● Review author’s purpose and explain the difference between the terms stated 

or implied, in addition to the implicit and explicit meanings of text: 
o Purpose – the intended goal of a piece of writing; the reason a person 

writes. 
o Stated Purpose – declared, explicit purpose. 
o Implied Purpose – an indirect, implicit purpose. 
o Implicit Meaning – implied, not stated directly 
o Explicit Meaning – made clear and stated plainly 

● UTurn 
Homework 

● Reading 
Log 

● Quiz 
● NTS Novel 
● PAD 
● Grammar 

Activity 
● Author’s 

Purpose 
Quiz 



 
Students take an Author’s Purpose Quiz, then grade the quiz as a class. 
 
HONORS – Checkpoint 4 due for the 6th grade outside read for the 4th 6 weeks 
The Boy in the Striped Pajamas 
 
 
Framing the Lesson: I will complete the chapter 3 activity pertaining to 
summarizing in Number the Stars. 
 

Day 18 
Monday, 
January 31st  
 
6.5A 
6.5B 
6.5C 
6.5E 
6.5F 
6.5G 
6.5H 
6.6A 
6.6C 
6.6E 
6.6I 
6.8E 
6.8Ei 
6.8Eii 
6.8Eiii 
6.9B 
6.9F 
6.9G 
 
EL Strategies  
Read aloud  
Modeling 
Small-group 
discussion  

READING - Explore & Extend 
 
Framing the Lesson: We will review mood, tone, and making connections. 
 
● STAAR-based bellringer-Revising Passage 
● Testing Strategies –Students use the focus to work on a reading passage. 
● Day 4 of Number the Stars Book Study (20 pages) 

o Students take a quiz over chapters 3 and 4, then grade the quiz as a 
class. 

o Read chapters 5 and 6. 
o Add characters to the PAD. 
o Answer a STAAR-stem question pertaining to chapters 5 and 6. 
o Review determining mood, tone, and making connections. 
o In their PADs, students complete the activities for chapter 5 (mood/tone) 

and chapter 6 (making connections). 
 
 

Technology 

● HMH, IXL – C.1 - C.2 (Tone, Mood, Formal vs Informal), No Red Ink, or 
Read Theory Practice (teacher’s choice) 

 
WRITING – Explore & Extend 
 
 
Day 4 of Number the Stars Book Study (21 pages) 

● Read chapter 7 
● Add characters to the PAD. 
● Answer a STAAR-stem question pertaining to chapters 7. 
● Review logic, emotion, and morals as it pertains to advertising. 
● In their PADs, students complete the activity for chapter 7 (creating an 

advertisement). 
● Review determining an adjective of personality. 
● In groups, students read chapter 8. 
● In groups, students add characters to the PAD. 
● In groups, students answer a STAAR-stem question pertaining to chapter 

8. 
● In their PADs, students complete the activity for chapter 8 (adjective of 

personality). 
● Read chapter 9. 
● Add characters to the PAD. 
● Answer a STAAR-stem question pertaining to chapter 9. 
● Review text structures/organizational patterns (cause and effect, problem 

and solution, description, sequence, compare and contrast). 
● In their PADs, students complete the activity for chapter 9 (text 

structures/organizational patterns). 
 

● Reading 
Passage 

● Quiz 
● NTS Novel 
● PAD 



Framing the Lesson: I will complete the mood/tone activity and provide textual 
evidence pertaining to chapter 5 in Number the Stars, in addition to analyzing how 
the author’s use of language contributes to mood and voice. 
 

Day 19 
Tuesday, 
February 1st   
 
6.5A 
6.5B 
6.5C 
6.5E 
6.5F 
6.5G 
6.5H 
6.6A 
6.6H 
6.6I 
6.8E 
6.8Ei 
6.8Eii 
6.8Eiii 
6.9B 
6.9F 
6.9G 
6.10Bii 
6.10Di 
6.10Dv 
6.10Dviii 
 
EL Strategies  
Pre-teach 
vocabulary  
Group summary  

READING - Explore & Extend 
 
Framing the Lesson: We will work through an activity according to individual 
grade levels. 
 
● STAAR-based bellringer-Author’s purpose 
● Reading Passage-Teacher’s choice 
 

Technology 

● HMH, IXL – C.1 - C.2 (Tone, Mood, Formal vs Informal), No Red Ink, or 
Read Theory Practice (teacher’s choice) 

 
 
WRITING – Explore & Extend 
 
● Grammar Focus - Simple, Compound, and Complex Sentences, Transitions, 

Verb Tense, and Dictionary Skills 
● Grammar Focus Assessment – Students complete a writing passage where 

they will use ELF (evaluate, locate, and fix). 
● Review the differences between memoirs, personal narratives, and 

autobiographies. 
● Summarize the novel up to this point. 
 
Framing the Lesson: I will use my strategies to complete a grammar passage, 
reinforcing my knowledge of ELF. 
 
Day 5 of Number the Stars Book Study 

o Students turn the rough draft of their Gilleleje advertisement (from chapter 
7) into a final draft. 

● Tech 
● PAD 
● Art 

Supplies 
● Grammar 

Activity 
● ELF 

Passage 
● Online 

Photo 

Day 20 
Wednesday, 
February 2nd 

 
World Read 
Aloud Day   
 
6.5A 
6.5B 
6.5C 
6.5E 
6.5F 
6.5G 
6.5H 
6.6A 
6.6C 
6.10D.viii 
6.10D.ix 
 
EL Strategies 
 
modeling 

READING - Explore & Extend 
 
Framing the Lesson: We will discuss the difference between literal, inferential, 
and opinion questions. 
 
● STAAR-based bellringer-Inferencing 
● Testing Strategies –Students use the focus to work on a reading passage. 
● Teacher’s choice reading passage 
● Day 6 of Number the Stars Book Study (18 pages) 

o Read chapter 10. 
o Add characters to the PAD. 
o Answer STAAR-stem question pertaining to chapter 10. 
o Review dictionary skills. 
o In their PADs, students complete the activity for chapter 10 (dictionary 

skills). 
o Read chapters 11 and 12. 
o Add characters to the PAD. 
o Answer a STAAR-stem question pertaining to chapters 11 and 12. 
o Discuss the difference between literal/inferential/opinion questions. 
o In their PADs, students complete the activity for chapters 11 and 12 (types 

of questions). 
 

● Reading 
Passage 

● NTS Novel 
● PAD 
● Dictionary 
● Grammar 

Activity 



 
pre-teach 
vocabulary  
 
sentence starters 

Technology 

● HMH, IXL – C.1 - C.2 (Tone, Mood, Formal vs Informal), No Red Ink, or 
Read Theory Practice (teacher’s choice) 

 
WRITING – Explore & Extend 
 
Grammar Focus - Simple, Compound, and Complex Sentences, Transitions, Verb 
Tense, and Dictionary Skills 
 
Framing the Lesson: I will provide textual evidence and quality responses to 
literal, inferential, and opinion types of questions pertaining to NTS. 

Day 21 
Thursday, 
February 3rd  
 
6.5A 
6.5B 
6.5C 
6.5E 
6.5F 
6.5G 
6.5H 
6.6A 
6.6H 
6.9B 
6.9D 
6.10Bii 
 
EL Strategies 
 
modeling 
 
check for 
comprehension  
 
sentence starters 
 

READING - Explore & Extend 
 
Framing the Lesson: We will review the elements of story mapping. 
 
● STAAR-based bellringer-Editing passage 
● Day 7 of Number the Stars Book Study (11 pages) 

o Play the Dictionary Race Game with the following terms – tantalize, don, 
murmur, hobble, anxious, wriggle, brusque, taut. 

o Read chapter 13. 
o Add characters to the PAD. 
o Answer a STAAR-stem question pertaining to chapter 13. 
o Review the elements of story mapping – exposition, rising action, climax, 

falling action, resolution, and conflict. 
o In their PADs, students complete the activity for chapter 13 (story 

mapping). 
o Read chapter 14. 
o Add characters to the PAD. 
o Answer a STAAR-stem question pertaining to chapter 14. 
o In their PADs, students complete the activity for chapter 14 (critical 

thinking). 
 

Technology 

● HMH, IXL – C.1 - C.2 (Tone, Mood, Formal vs Informal), No Red Ink, or 
Read Theory Practice (teacher’s choice) 

 
WRITING – Explore & Extend 
 
● Grammar Focus - Simple, Compound, and Complex Sentences, Transitions, 

Verb Tense, and Dictionary Skills 
● Review conjunctive adverbs practice writing sentences using Conjunctive 

Adverbs. 
● Day 7 of Number the Stars Book Study – (continued) 

 
o Optional-QUICK WRITE: Discuss the differences between memoirs, 

personal narratives, and autobiographies, then students pretend they are 
Annemarie by writing a one page diary entry (memoir) for either chapter 
13 or 14, adding in at least one form of figurative language. If time 
permits, students can include an illustration. 

 
Framing the Lesson: I will story map chapter 13 of Number the Stars. 

● NTS Novel 
● PAD 
● Video Clips 
● “T” Chart 
● Grammar 

Activity 



Day 22 
Friday, 
February 4th  
 
6.5A 
6.5B 
6.5C 
6.5E 
6.5F 
6.5G 
6.5H 
6.6H 
6.9B 
6.10Bi 
6.10Bii 
 
EL Strategies 
 
modeling 
 
 
check for 
comprehension  
 
sentence starters 
 
Small-group 
discussion  
 
Think-Pair-Share 

READING – Engage, Explore, & Extend 
 
Framing the Lesson: We will discuss the components of a historical fiction piece 
of literature. 
 
● STAAR-based bellringer-inferencing 
● Library Visit 
● UTurn Homework Activity-optional 
● Distribute UTurn Homework-optional 
● Distribute Reading Log-optional 
● Reading passage quiz-teacher choice 
● Day 8 of Number the Stars Book Study (19 pages) 

○ Read chapters 15, 16, and 17. 
○ Add characters to the PAD. 
○ Answer STAAR-stem questions pertaining to chapters 15, 16, and 17. 
● Review the compare and contrast text structure, components and types of 

poetry, and the purpose of an epitaph. 
● In their PADs, students complete the activities for chapter 15 (compare 

and contrast mini-essay), chapter 16 (writing a poem), and chapter 17 
(designing an epitaph). 

● Read the “Afterword”. 
● Discuss the differences between fact and fiction. 
● In their PADs, students complete the activity for the “Afterword” (fact vs. 

fiction). 
● Students complete the post-reading activity listing 5-7 things they 

LEARNED about WWII and the Holocaust throughout the course of the 
novel. 

● Students complete the additional post-reading activity writing a 5 
sentence paragraph on what they think will happen next for either 
Annemarie or Ellen. 

Technology 

● HMH, IXL – C.1 - C.2 (Tone, Mood, Formal vs Informal), No Red Ink, or 
Read Theory Practice (teacher’s choice) 

HONORS – Checkpoint 5 due for the 6th grade outside read for the 4th 6 weeks 
The Boy in the Striped Pajamas 
 
 
WRITING – Engage & Explain 
 
● Grammar Focus - Simple, Compound, and Complex Sentences, Transitions, 

Verb Tense, and Dictionary Skills 
● In order to prepare for writing a persuasive essay, students work through the 

“Writing Arguments: Overview” portion of the HMH Online Resource. 
https://www.hmhco.com/content/literature/writing_studio/g6/student/ep
ub/hmh_nglit_na_06_wse/#cards--6le_03_ws_arguments_ml0/ 

 
Framing the Lesson: I will complete a graphic organizer listing the items that 
were factual and fictional in Number the Stars. 

● UTurn 
Homework 
Activity 

● UTurn 
Homework 

● Reading 
Log 

● NTS Novel 
● PAD 
● Grammar 

Activity 
● Paper 
● Origami 

Instruct-
ions 

● HMH 
Online 
Resource 

Day 23 
Monday, 
February 7th  
 
6.6E 
6.6H 
6.6I 
6.8E 

READING – Explore & Extend 
 
Framing the Lesson: We will practice our testing taking strategies. 
 
● STAAR-based bellringer-revision passage 
● Testing Strategies – Students use the focus from last week to work on a 

reading passage. 
● Day 9 of Number the Stars Book Study 

● Reading 
Passage 

● Song 
● Butterflies 
● Online 

Photo 
● Grammar 

Test 



6.8Ei 
6.8Eii 
6.8Eiii 
6.8F 
6.9G 
6.10A 
6.10B 
6.11C 
 
EL Strategies 
 
modeling 
 
check for 
comprehension  
 
sentence starters 
 
Small-group 
discussion  
 
Think-Pair-Share 

● Listen to the song, “Billy Don’t Be a Hero”. Recorded in 1974, this song is 
about a guy who goes off to war, and despite his fiance’s pleas to stay 
safe, volunteers for a dangerous mission and is killed. The girl receives a 
letter telling her that Billy died a hero, which is specifically what she asked 
him NOT to do. 

● After listening to the song, students decorate a butterfly to symbolize the 
meaning of a HERO. Discuss that a HERO does not necessarily have to 
do something grand. If students need assistance, suggest that they use 
their resources to discover synonyms for the word HERO and incorporate 
them into their work of art. 

● Students complete any unfinished assignments pertaining to NTS. 
 

Technology 

● HMH, IXL – M.1 - C.5 (Editing and Revising), No Red Ink, or Read Theory 
Practice (teacher’s choice) 

 
WRITING – Explain & Extend 
 
● Grammar Focus Assessment - Simple, Compound, and Complex Sentences, 

Transitions, Verb Tense, and Dictionary Skills 
● Day 1 of Persuasive Debate 

● Explain to students that they will be required to compete in a modified 
debate to showcase their persuasive writing skills. 

● Show students the HMH Online Peer Coach Video entitled “Evaluate 
Author’s Argument.” 

● Present students with a number of categories/issues, and let them know 
that although they will be able to request their own category, the teacher 
will make the final decision. 

● Partner students up and let them know they will be given 1-2 minutes to 
present their side of the issue in a modified debate format. Partnerships 
will be required to: (1) select a category/issue, (2) complete research, (3) 
examine their source of information for reliability, credibility, and bias, (4) 
examine their sources for faulty reasoning such as hyperbole, emotional 
appeals, and stereotype, (5) display academic citations and use source 
materials ethically, (6) compose an argumentative text, and (7) use an 
appropriate mode of delivery – written and oral, plus multimodal if 
applicable – to present results in a debate format. 
Categories/Topics/Issues are at the discretion of the teacher. 

● Teacher selects student partnerships or allows students to choose. 
● Teacher presents students with their topic/category/issue. 
● Partnerships begin brainstorming ideas regarding their side of the issue 

and completing an appropriate graphic organizer for persuasive writing 
and debates. 

● Students continue working on “Writing Arguments: Overview.” 
 
Framing the Lesson: I will evaluate which strategies “work” for me when digging  
into a reading or writing passage. 

● Debate 
Issues 

● HMH 
Online 
Resource 

Day 24 
Tuesday, 
February 8th  
 
6.6I 
6.8E 
6.8Ei 
6.8Eii 
6.8Eiii 

READING – Explore & Extend 
 
Framing the Lesson: We will research information for the debate and examine 
sources for reliability, credibility, bias, and faulty reasoning, in addition to 
recording the necessary citations. 
 

● STAAR-based bellringer-Author’s Purpose 
● Day 2 of Persuasive Debate 

● Tech 
● Grammar 

Activity 
● HMH 

Online 
Resource 



6.8F 
6.9G 
6.10A 
6.10B 
6.10Bi 
6.10Bii 
6.11C 
6.12H 
6.12Hi 
6.12Hii 
6.12I 
 
EL Strategies 
modeling 
 
check for 
comprehension  
 
Small-group 
discussion KWL 
 
Think-Pair-Share 

● Show students the HMH Online Peer Coach Video entitled “Identify 
Characteristics of Persuasive Texts.” 

● Students work with their partner to gather information for their side of the 
debate. 

● HMH “Better than Words” pg 303 
 
 
 
 

Technology 

● HMH, IXL – M.1 - C.5 (Editing and Revising), No Red Ink, or Read Theory 
Practice (teacher’s choice) 

 
WRITING – Explain & Extend 
 

● Grammar Focus – Skill Review (Simple, Compound, and Complex 
Sentences, Transitions, Verb Tense, and Dictionary Skills) 

● Students finish working on “Writing Arguments: Overview.” 
● Debate: 2 minute each group 

 
Framing the Lesson: I will use work with my partner to research information for 
the debate while examining sources for reliability, credibility, bias, and faulty 
reasoning, in addition to recording the necessary citations in order to present a 
rational and interesting side for my portion of the debate. 

Day 25 
Wednesday, 
February 9th  
 
6.6I 
6.8E 
6.8Ei 
6.8Eii 
6.8Eiii 
6.8F 
6.9G 
6.10A 
6.10B 
6.10Bi 
6.10Bii 
6.11C 
6.12H 
6.12Hi 
6.12Hii 
6.12I 
 
EL Strategies 
modeling 
 
check for 
comprehension  
 
Small-group 
discussion KWL 
 
Think-Pair-Share 

READING – Explore & Extend 
 
Framing the Lesson: We will begin writing our persuasive text. 
 

● STAAR-based bellringer-Inferencing 
● Testing Strategies –Students use the focus to work on a reading 

passage. 
● Students work through the HMH Online Resource under the Level Up 

Tutorials entitled “Persuasive Techniques.” 
● Show students the HMH Online Peer Coach Video entitled “Identify 

Opposing Claims and Counterclaims.” 
● HMH-”OMG Not another selfie” pg.308 

 

Technology 

● HMH, IXL – M.1 - C.5 (Editing and Revising), No Red Ink, or Read Theory 
Practice (teacher’s choice) 

 
WRITING – Explain & Extend 
 

● Grammar Focus – Skill Review (Simple, Compound, and Complex 
Sentences, Transitions, Verb Tense, and Dictionary Skills) 

 
Framing the Lesson: I will work with my partner to utilize the information we 
acquired during research to create a worthwhile persuasive text. 

● Reading 
Passage 

● Grammar 
Activity 

● HMH 
Online 
Resource 



Day 26 
Thursday, 
February 10th  
 
6.6I 
6.8E 
6.8Ei 
6.8Eii 
6.8Eiii 
6.8F 
6.9G 
6.10A 
6.10B 
6.10Bi 
6.10Bii 
6.10C 
6.10D 
6.10E 
6.11C 
6.12H 
6.12Hi 
6.12Hii 
6.12I 
EL Strategies 
 
check for 
comprehension  
 
Small-group 
discussion 

READING – Explore & Extend 
 
Framing the Lesson: We will put the finishing touches on our persuasive text 
and begin practicing the presentation. 
 
● STAAR-based bellringer-verb tenses/grammar 
● Students work through the HMH Online Resource under the Level Up Tutorials 

entitled “Persuasive Techniques: Practice.” 
 
 
 
 
 

Technology 

● HMH, IXL – M.1 - C.5 (Editing and Revising), No Red Ink, or Read Theory 
Practice (teacher’s choice) 

 
WRITING – Explain & Extend 
 
● Grammar Focus – Skill Review (Simple, Compound, and Complex Sentences, 

Transitions, Verb Tense, and Dictionary Skills) 
 
Framing the Lesson: I will review simple,compound and complex sentences and 
practice dictionary skills. 

● Grammar 
Activity 

● HMH 
Online 
Resource 

 

Day 27 
Friday, 
February 11th  
 
6.1C 
6.6I 
6.8E 
6.8Ei 
6.8Eii 
6.8Eiii 
6.8F 
6.9G 
6.12J 
 
EL Strategies 
check for 
comprehension  
 
 

READING – Evaluate 
 
Framing the Lesson: We will present our side of the debate. 
 
● STAAR-based bellringer-inferencing 
● Library Visit 
● Collect UTurn Homework-optional 
● UTurn Homework Activity-optional 
● Collect Reading Logs-optional 
● No UTurn Homework will be distributed due to next week’s testing schedule. 
● Reading Passage Quiz 
 

Technology 

● HMH, IXL – M.1 - C.5 (Editing and Revising), No Red Ink, or Read Theory 
Practice (teacher’s choice) 

HONORS – Checkpoint 6 due for the 6th grade outside read for the 4th 6 weeks 
The Boy in the Striped Pajamas 
 
WRITING- Evaluate 
 
● Grammar Focus – Skill Review (Simple, Compound, and Complex Sentences, 

Transitions, Verb Tense, and Dictionary Skills) 
Framing the Lesson: I will review the writing skills I have practiced for the 4th six 
weeks. 

● UTurn 
Homework 
Activity 

● Grammar 
Activity 

 



Day 28 
Monday,  
February 14th  
 
6.6E 
EL Strategies 
check for 
comprehension  

Review 
 

● STAAR-based bellringer 
● Testing Strategies –Students will use the strategies from the previous 

weeks to work through a reading passage in addition to a writing passage 
where they will use ELF (evaluate, locate, and fix). 

Reading 
Passage 
Writing 
Passage 

Day 29 
 
Tuesday,  
February 15th  
 
6.6E 
EL Strategies 
check for 
comprehension  

Review 
 

● STAAR-based bellringer 
● Testing Strategies –Students will use the strategies from the previous weeks 

to work through a reading passage in addition to a writing passage where they 
will use ELF (evaluate, locate, and fix). 

Reading 
Passage 
Writing 
Passage 

Day 30 
Wednesday, 
February 16th   
 

4th 6 Weeks READING/WRITING TEST 
 

 

Day 31 
Thursday, 
February 17th  

4th 6 Weeks READING/WRITING TEST  

Day 32 
Friday, 
February 18th  
 
EL Strategies 
check for 
comprehension  

Framing the Lesson: We will celebrate our successes and evaluate our learning 
progress for the 4th 6 weeks. 
 
● Distribute test scores and awards. 
● Goal setting. 
● 4th 6 weeks vocabulary assessments. 
● Assessment over Number the Stars. 
● Students gauge their progress since the beginning of the school year. 
● Students reflect on the most recent test and evaluate why they answered 

questions correctly and incorrectly. 
● If time allows, students discuss and evaluate the debates from last week. 
 
 

Technology 

● Gimkit, Blooket, Kahoot review game (IXL, Read Theory, No Red Ink) - 
teacher’s choice 

 
 
Framing the Lesson: I will evaluate what I have learned over the course of the 
school year and develop a plan as I move forward in order to achieve positive 
results for the remainder of the school year. 

● 4th 6 Weeks 
Vocabulary 
Test 

● Test Scores 
● Awards 
● Goal Setting 
● NTS Test 
● Test 

Reflection 
Sheet 

 

Accommodations 
for Special 
Populations 

Accommodations for instruction will be provided as stated on each student’s (IEP) 
Individual Education Plan for special education, 504, at risk, and ESL/Bilingual.  

 


